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2025 A YEAR IN REVIEW
• Board Member Updates

• Grantmaking News 

• Scholarship Program Updates

• Development Efforts

• Financial Focus

• Washington News



Outgoing Board Member

Photo Dennis Batteen
Served three three-year terms

 2016-2025



Re-elected Board 
Members

Dennis Daugaard Marci Burdick Linda Erickson

Shawn Rost Don RobyMailyn Grossenburg



New Board Members

Suzanne Feist 
Rapid City, SD

Robert Fouberg 
Aberdeen, SD



Officers 2026 

Stephanie Judson
Secretary  

Bob Sutton 
Treasurer

Don Roby 
Vice-Chair

Dennis Daugaard 
Chair 



SDCF Grantmaking 
South Dakota Fund Grants

• Competitive Grant Program
• Awarded 55 grants totaling $1.1 Million
• Grants range from $2,000 - $50,000
• Accepts applications throughout the year
• Federal funding gap program announced 2nd half of 2025



• 2025 Initiative: 
 Federal Funding Gap Initiative

 May board meeting
 June – December 
 Nearly $500,000 Awarded to 15 nonprofits

 Areas served:
 Statewide $50,000
 Regional  $30,000
 Local   $20,000 

SDCF Grantmaking 



 Child Well-being
o Issues that address a child’s well-being at all stages of 

development.

 Housing
o Support for the development, access and sustainability of 

affordable housing options for all.

 Workforce Development
o Programs and strategies aimed at enhancing workforce skills & 

improving employment opportunities.

 Open now through the South Dakota Fund 
SD Fund 2026 Grant Initiatives

• 2026 Initiatives: 
SDCF Grantmaking 

https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/news-insights/sdcf-news/sdcf-sdf-initiatives


Donor Advised Fund Pilot Project

South Dakota Fund Grants

Connect Donor Advised Funds (DAFs)  to South Dakota Fund Grant requests

• A small pilot group participating in 2026

• Donors' interests captured through a simple survey

• Donors review applications that match their interests on-line

• Plans to expand in the future to existing DAFs



SDCF Grantmaking 
Beyond Idea Grant (BIG) Program 2025

Community based problem-solving

• Partnership with the Bush Foundation
• Received 143 applications, awarded 14 grants totaling $1.2 million
• Grants range from $5,000 - $100,000 



SDCF Grantmaking 
Beyond Idea Grant (BIG) Program 2026

• Grant Cycle
o ONE Round
o ONE Month application window
o Applications Accepted:  June 1 – June 30th
 Hard close on June 30th Noon CT

o Award Announcement: November

• Total of $1.2 million available 

• https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants

https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/beyond-idea-grants


SDCF Grantmaking 
Bush Prize: South Dakota 2025

• Celebrates organizations with a track record of transformational impact through 
creative solutions.

• Change in 2025: Two $250,000 Awards

• 2025 Summary 
o 100 applicants & five finalists

o Honorees: $250,000 each
- Abbott House
- Youth & Family Services

o Finalists: $10,000 each
- Fork Real Community Cafe 
- Helpline Center  
- Promising Futures Fund



SDCF Grantmaking 
Bush Prize: South Dakota 2026

• Grant Cycle
o Applications accepted: April 1- April 30
 Hard close on April 30 at Noon CT

o Finalist selection: August

o Award Announcement: October

• Two $250,000 grants will be awarded 

• https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/grants/bush-prize-south-dakota
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SDCF Grantmaking 
Nonprofit Savings Account Grants (NSAs)

• Competitive Grant Program
• Nonprofit Endowment Challenge Grants
• $1 for every $4 raised

o Up to $20,000

 Community Savings Account Grants (CSAs)

• Competitive Grant Program
• Community Endowment Challenge Grants
• New challenges: $1 for every $4 raised
• Repeat challenges: $1 for every $8 raised



 An endowed fund, advised by an Advisory Council that provides immediate, short-
term, critical financial support to individuals throughout South Dakota.

 GOapply “Invite Only” Link
o Accept Referrals from Agencies/Organizations/Individuals

• Checks issued to Agencies/Vendors/Individuals
• Referrals up to $1,000

 Strategic Plan (2026 – 2028)
o Grow Endowment
o Increase Number of Gifts
o Increase Number of Referrals

Fairy Godmother’s Fund



• Good Grants Guidance
• Grantee Convening
• Informational Webinar
• Grant Prospective / Applicant Support
• Grant Recipient Support
• Feedback Calls
• Conference Presenter

Outreach and Awareness



Outreach and Awareness
• Check Presentations
• Press Releases
• Website Stories
• Social Media Posts
• Videos
• Podcasts
• Morning Show
• Annual Report/Newsletter/eNewsletter 
• Marketing Fliers/Brochures

 



Scholarship Programs
South Dakota Community Foundation Scholarships

• 360 individual scholarship funds awarded 947 scholarships

• Awarded $1.2 million in 2025

• Criteria & selection committees vary 

• NEW in 2025: Online filtering and application process was a success

• How to apply:  
https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/scholarships

https://www.sdcommunityfoundation.org/scholarships


Scholarship Programs
South Dakota Education Access Foundation

o Supports need-based grants and other educational programs, including 
College Access Advising Program

o Awards nearly $3 million each year

 Build Dakota Scholarship Fund
o Supports technical education in ten high-need workforce areas
o Awards made by the technical colleges
o Awarded $5.5  million in 2025; additional $4+ million in industry partnerships

 Freedom Scholarship Program
o  Supports needs-based scholarships for public & private schools in South 

Dakota
o Awards made by the universities 
o Awarded over $6 million in 2025-2026



Grant Award Summary



2025 Development Snapshot
 1351 Total Funds

65 New Funds in 2025

 3950 Individual Gifts 

Completed a variety of both 
standard and complex gifts 
totaling nearly $280 million
oCash
o Stock
o Investment holdings
o Land
o Tangible Personal Property



Community Savings Accounts
90 Community Partners

Endowed Assets:  $67  
million

CSA Donations in 2025:
•  Nearly $5 million, up 
almost $2 million from 
2024

CSA Grant Awards in 2025: 
•   Over $2 million
• 664 grants to local 

charitable causes

Challenges Met in 2025

• Armour

• Burke

• Kadoka

• Wolsey

New CSAs in 2025

• Kadoka

• Mobridge

Ongoing Challenges

• Gregory

• Hill City 

• Jones County

• Menno-Olivet

• Mobridge

• Oacoma 
Chamberlain 
Pukwana

• Selby



Community Savings Accounts

Insert Map



REGIONAL CSA CONFERENCES 
CSAs REPRESENTED:

Community Savings Accounts
• Rapid City
• Faulkton

• Salem
• Aberdeen



Nonprofit Savings Accounts
51 NSA Partners 

NSA Matching Dollars:
• $1 million +

NSA Grant Awards in 2025:
• $140,000    

Challenges Awarded in 2025:

• AGC Foundation
• Brookings Regional Humane 

Society
• Diamond Willow Ministries
• Midwest Street Medicine
• Pierre-Fort Pierre Area Humane 

Society
• Ronald McDonald House Charities 

of South Dakota Inc.
• The Salvation Army – Western 

Division

Ongoing Challenges

• AGC Foundation
• Casey Tibbs South 

Dakota Rodeo 
Center

• Diamond Willow 
Ministries

• Midwest Street 
Medicine

• Pierre/Fort Pierre 
Area Humane 
society

Challenges Met in 2025
• Brookings Regional Humane 

Society
• Ronald McDonald House 

Charities of South Dakota Inc
• The Salvation Army – Western 

Division



Donor Events
Donor events include:
• Stephanie Judson
• Legacy Society Members, 

including Key Club 
Members

• SDCF Board Members
• SDCF Staff Members
• Donors 
• CSA leaders
• Grantees

Examples of Events:
• Stand-alone Legacy Society 

Events
• Board Member Dinners
• Winter Donor Relation Events
• Community Outreach CSA
• Professional Events where 

interested donors can be 
invited:  AFP 

• State Bar – retired members 
included

• Donor Driven Events (Buche)



Provide Value to Nonprofits



• Mitchell Nonprofit Group 
• Community Services Connections – Rapid City
• Nonprofit Exchange – Sioux Falls
• Nonprofit Networking Sessions – Pierre
• Aberdeen Nonprofit Group
• Board Development Training
• Board Fundraising Training
• 1:1 Coaching for Fundraising Professionals
• AFP Networking Sessions
• Estate Planning Sessions for Nonprofits



Affiliate Fund Program
New service offered as of July 2025

Driving impact through streamlined philanthropy

• Provides a secure, user-friendly online portal

• Reduces administrative burden for organizations and donors

• Coordinates an efficient, transparent grant review process

• Ensures timely, accurate and compliant grant distribution

• Delivers personalized support through dedicated staff person



Financial Information



Investment Objectives
Partnership with SD Investment Council 

Three Investment Objectives:

• Protect donors’ gifts

• Provide a steady stream of income to 
charitable and nonprofit causes 

• Produce growth in the fund value over time

 2025 Investment Rate of Return: 15.2%



Washington Update
 2026 Tax Updates
• IRA Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD) indexed to $111,000
• IRA life-income rollover is indexed to $55,000
• Standard deduction increased to $32,200 ($16,100 for single) for joint filers
• Gift tax exclusion is $19,000/person
• Gift/Estate tax exemption is $15 million/person – 99%+ estates are NOT 

subject to estate tax

 OBBB Provisions 
• Universal charitable deduction for non-itemizers up to $2,000 for married 

couples ($1,000 for all others)
 Only 5% of South Dakotans itemize their deductions
 Not indexed for inflation and starts in 2026

• .5% of AGI floor on charitable deductions for individuals, .10% for 
corporations starting in 2026

• 1099 threshold increases from $600 to $2,000
• $1,700 non-refundable tax credit for certain scholarships – SDCF NOT 

eligible 



DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

PRESIDENT & CEO 
CHIEF FINANCIAL & 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Stephanie Judson Clay Cudmore

Jamie Farmen, 
Pierre

Beth Massa, 
Rapid City 

Jeff Veltkamp, 
Sioux Falls 

Pat Gallagher, 
Aberdeen

Ashley Hobbs, 
Mitchell 



PROGRAM TEAM 

OPERATIONS

Mary Stadick-Smith

Stephanie Harmon

Phillip Adam 

Ginger NiemannKelly Nelson 



FINANCE & COMPLIANCE TEAM 

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM 

Jennifer Schuetzle

Jacey Iedema

John Hanson Cassie Stoeser 

Shelly Jund 
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